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Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
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Trumpet 2/3
Trumpet 4/5
HorminF1/3
Hornin F 2/4
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Program Notes

You feel cold.

Even though you should obviously be getting up, your eyes resist opening. The insi ith an

indistinct, but permeating glow. You spend a few minutes wrestling with your motivatio with two undeniable, but

conflicting situations: it’s cleatly time to reset your consciousness and prepare for the d it’s also much nicer in

your sleeping bag than out of it. Moving around carefully so as to not come in contact

frigid

f the bag, you
o the expansive,
grassy valley that you found the night before. You check your watch and ’ ow on earth did you
sleep that late? You allow your head to further explore the threshold o at while it’s light outside, the
sun isn’t visible in the sky. While it has crossed the Earth’s horizon firmly obscured by the

ays. Lantern goes back in the bag,
water bottles go in their cages, chapstick... probably be in your pocket. Before exiting the relative comfort of
the tent, you check every corner for anything you might hav same once-over that you’ve done every day for

the last week.

It'll be another hour before you feel direct sunlight, and re you’re hit with the standard eatly-afternoon

thunderstorm. While you’re at eight thousand feet right e map indicates that in a few hours, you’ll be

down at five. It’s going to be hot as hell down there. D

n the only layers you brought, you take mental

downstairs is trying to get your attention. Your

in the American West.

Things are wildly varied, and quic y Mountains. The air can burn you with frost, or burden you with

moisture. The culture feels cl ividualized, but with the unexpected veins of beatnik lifestyle and
people with strongly held opi stics of coffee. The sky is varied and changes quickly based on time of
day, time of year, elevation, a ure systems. Go up a couple thousand feet and you’re in a completely different climate.
ith tankers worth of raindrops, just pop under a tree. It'll be gone in a few minutes.

al artists, and tech giants live next door to each other.

s about the tapestry of circumstances that are generated by its namesake range. Itis a
gathering of the m resolve of the region. It is a celebration of explorers who traversed the plains only to

be confronted by

acle, and then elected to enter. It is a picture of the mountains both as my eyes have

d them, and as they have implanted themselves on my soul.
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Performance Notes

Rocky Mountain Sketches was born from a trip my father and I took across the Colorado rockies i
During the long days, I would become fixated on melodies that evoked the landscapes around us. I
floated in and out of grasp and instead of attempting to remember all of them I began the practice

down. These sketches formed the foundation of the piece.

The piece relies on one primary theme. This theme is simple and versatile, and has n.
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Additionally, the pieces contains many secondary themes. The first of on for the first movement.
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The piece begins with a chorale on the main theme, the high horn should ate these measures. At m.9, Euphonium

ange feel. This section depicts the Grand
our journey east and across the Grand Mesa.
The descent becomes unstable at m.58 and we bound do

envelops us as we enter the Black Canyon. Our sight is fully steep walls of the canyon, and only twice (m.130,

150) do we catch glimpses of the world outside. At m.156 we lea on and begin to work our way up the Taylor River.
Visuals build until we crest into the reservoir valle 94. this moment to relax before the climb. The Continental
Divi e ced at m.17:
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This theme develops slowly as mb towards the pass. We cross the treeline at m.49, but continue upward through the

summer ground snow, finall he top at m.78. Our descent is slow and careful. It holds our concentration, and we
only find a moment to admire nd us (m.90-103.) At m.116 we stumble onto the Arkansas River. The river

carries us through Salida to on Ci

sees us turn south and climb up Hardscrabble Pass. We reach the pinnacle at

d are overcome by a full view of the Sangre De Cristo range.
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Dedicated to my parents, K ark
who have encouraged me to never stop explox
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